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Turning a Garden Birdhouse
Supplies Needed
•
•
•
•

7" x 7" x 9" Blank
Drill Chuck
Outside Calipers
5 Minute Epoxy

by Dale L. Nish
•
•
•
•

Sandpaper and Finish
Tape Measure
1 1/4" Forstner Drill Bit
Eye and Ear Protection

The finished birdhouse as shown is
approximately 6 1/2" diameter by
8" high. The roof is removable and
provides access to the interior of the
birdhouse for cleaning purposes.
Please review the instructions
completely before beginning.

4. Part off the waste section and set it aside as it will be used later

on.

Turning Instructions

5. Drill a 1 1/4" diameter entrance hole about 1" deep. Rough

1. Mount the blank between centers. Before turning the lathe

turn the exterior of the birdhouse to shape. Mark a line 2 1/2"
above entrance hole. This represents the top of the birdhouse.
Measure 7" down from the top line and mark a line that
represents the bottom of the birdhouse (not including the
finial portion).

on, rotate the lathe spindle by hand to make sure the blank
will clear the tool rest. With the lathe running approximately
500 - 700 rpm, turn the blank to the desired diameter. Make
sure it is completely round with a fairly even surface.

6. Using a freshly sharpened tool that will produce a clean cut,

continue shaping the birdhouse until the bottom area is about
3 1/2” diameter. Turn the top down to about 3” diameter.
This photo shows a finished birdhouse body along with the
rough turned blank for comparison.

2. Face off both ends of the cylinder, removing stock until the

ends are true and flat. The surface will be rough, but we will
clean it up later if necessary. Mount a faceplate on the end of
the cylinder that will become the bottom of the birdhouse.

7. Mount a drill chuck with a 1 1/4" multi-spur drill bit in the

3. Examine the rough turned cylinder and mark the desired

location for the entrance hole. Also mark the waste section.

tailstock. Slow the lathe speed down to about 250-300 RPM
and drill a hole as deep as you can, but not over about 6" deep.
Remove the 1 1/4" bit and enlarge the hole to 2 3/8" diameter.
With the lathe running about 700 rpm, remove the rest of
the wood from inside the birdhouse using a hollowing tool or
heavy scraper. Keep the tool rest support as close to the work
as possible for additional tool support.
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8. For added interest, you can decorate the exterior with a series

of parallel coves. With the lathe stopped, set the dividers at
3/4" and layout a series of points 3/4" apart. Once the points
are marked, use a pencil to mark a series of parallel lines
running around the body. While cutting the shallow coves,
try to keep the line as a reference. Make smooth, shearing cuts
keeping the cove depth uniform.

12. Using the numbers on the chuck jaws for reference, mark 4

points on the neck of the house. Drill 4, 1/8" diameter holes
about 1/2" down on the neck. These holes will be used to
screw the house to the wood cap that fits inside the opening.
Remove the birdhouse from the chuck.

13. Mount the waste piece (that was set aside earlier) between
9. Take a section of 3/4" dowel and wrap the abrasive paper

around it. Use this combination for sanding the coves. Start
with 80 or 100 grit, moving to 150, 220, and 320, until all
surfaces are clean and smooth.

centers and turn a 2 3/8" diameter tenon about 1" long on
one end. This tenon should fit into the opening on top of the
birdhouse. Place the tenon end in the chuck and shape the
top of the cap to conform to the underside of the birdhouse
roof. The cap should be about 2 3/4" diameter. Drill a 3/16"
hole through the cap. This hole will accept the 3/16 X 2 1/2"
bolt, which will hold the ceramic top on the house.

10. Use a parting tool, cut in part way through the base. With

the lathe turned off, use a saw to finish the cut.

14. Slide the eye bolt through the cap, install the nut and tighten

the bolt until the nut becomes partially embedded into the
wood. Remove the bolt and glue the nut in place with thick
super glue.

11. Place the opening at the top of the birdhouse over the chuck

jaws, and expand the jaws into the opening. Be sure to center
the body on the chuck using the point of the cone center as a
reference point. Expand the jaws to provide a secure hold, but
don’t use too much pressure or the piece may crack. Turn the
finial to desired shape.
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15. Secure the cap in place. Apply a heavy coat of Waterlox (or

similar) oil finish. Let the oil soak in for a few minutes, then
wipe it dry. Let it harden overnight, and then apply additional
coats as needed. To assemble, place the ceramic roof on top
of the turned birdhouse. With the washer in place, slide the
eye bolt through the ceramic roof and tighten. Attach hanging
chain.
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