
Cutting and Drilling the Blank
1. Select a blank that is 4" x 4" x 5" for a standard soda can or 

glass bottle.  If you are turning this to fit a taller 16 oz. can 
select a blank 4" x 4" x 7"

2. Mount the blank between centers and turn to round.  Now, 
turn a tenon on one end of the blank to fit your chuck jaws.

3. Mount the blank in a chuck using the tenon and square the 
end of the blank.

4. Place the drill chuck in the tailstock and mount the 2-3/4" 
forstner bit. Drill the blank 3-3/4" deep.  If you're making this 
for a taller can or bottle you will need to drill deeper.  If you 
don't have a 2-3/4" forstner, use the largest size bit you have 
then move to step 5.

5. Use a scraper to open up the drilled hole to fit the trim ring 
and a soda can with the liner.  Test the fit frequently.  The can 
should be able to be pulled out of the blank easily.  Once the 
fit is correct remove the blank from the chuck.

6. Mount a scrap block in the chuck and turn a drive tenon to 
fit the drilled hole of the can cooler.  Mount the blank on the 
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drive tenon and bring the tailstock up for support.  Turn the 
blank to your desired shape making sure not to go too thin.  

7. Sand through 320 grit or higher.
8. Turn the nub on the tailstock as small as possible.  Finish the 

blank with your choice of finish.
9. Remove the blank from the drive tenon, saw off the nub and 

hand sand and finish the end.
10.  Insert the liner and mark where it extends out of the blank.  

Use sissors to trim the excess liner.  Place a small bead of CA 
glue or epoxy on the rim of the blank and install the trim 
ring.  

11. Your can cooler is now ready to use!  
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